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Appendix 1: Cover of plant species on and off ant mounds in clipped and unclipped pots 










Achillea millefolium 4.0 11 2.7 1.3 
Agrostis capillaris 27 18 50 43 
Anthoxanthum odoratum - 3.7 - - 
Carex arenaria 0.3 1.7 <0.1 0.1 
Carex hirta 7.2 6.4 6.0 5.8 
Cerastium arvense 0.8 3.0 0.2 3.0 
Cerastium fontanum - 0.5 - 0.3 
Cirsium arvense 0.5 3.0 <0.1 <0.1 
Dhantonia decumbens 0.5 <0.1 - - 
Festuca ovina - - <0.1 - 
Festuca rubra 2.8 7.2 13 7.5 
Galium verum <0.1 6.5 0.3 2.0 
Holcus lanatus 33 7.4 5.9 8.6 
Lotus uliginosus - <0.1 - <0.1 
Luzula campestris 6.3 3.0 9.7 9.7 
Myosotus arvensis - - - 0.3 
Phleum pretense 0.1 0.1 - - 
Plantago lanceolata - 0.3 0.4 0.4 
Poa prantensis 0.5 0.2 0.4 0.3 
Ranunculus acris 0.2 - 0.6 0.1 
Ranunculus repens 1.4 <0.1 0.2 0.2 
Rumex acetosa 9.4 11 1.7 0.8 
Rumex acetosella <0.1 4.2 0.9 6.6 
Stellaria graminea 1.3 3.8 3.7 7.2 
Taraxacum spec. 0.2 <0.1 0.6 - 
Trifolium repens 1.3 0.9 2.7 0.8 
Veronica chamaedrys - - 0.2 <0.1 






Appendix 2: Number of yellow meadow ants per 100 g dry soil at month 9 (final harvest) 
of the experiment. Ant mounds without poison contained most ants, while ant mounds 
with poison contained no ants. However, we did count ants in pots that initially did not 
contain ant mounds, particularly in unclipped treatments. From observations on soil 
heaping by the ants, the colonization by ants of pots without mounds occurred at the end 
of the experiment. 
